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AVONDALE - The Maricopa Association of Governments regional council will meet today to revisit the question of how 
much funding southwest Valley cities should get to accelerate the widening of Interstate 10.  
 
Avondale, Litchfield Park and Goodyear were left with a $4 million bill for the southwest Valley project after the MAG 
regional council dedicated only 60 percent of the $10 million the Legislature had earmarked for I-10 expansion. 
 
The three southwest Valley cities had previously agreed to pay the $10 million, but the Legislature allocated money to 
offset costs.  
 
Goodyear last week agreed to pay its $2.1 million share of the overhang, though the Avondale and Litchfield Park mayors 
had been unsure their councils would agree to cover the $1.4 million and $110,000, respectively.  
 
The Litchfield Park City Council was scheduled to consider the issue Wednesday night.  
 
At a meeting Tuesday evening, Avondale City Council members urged Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, their representative on 
MAG's regional council, to push for more money.  
 
All seven members agreed $6 million was unacceptable, although their opinions varied on how much more to ask for. 
 
Some council members said the regional significance of I-10 qualified it for full funding to cover interest costs incurred by 
speeding up the project.  
 
Councilman Ken Weise said he was upset by a lack of support from East Valley officials. 
 
"If these cities don't think that the widening of I-10 affects them, even out to Tempe, Chandler and Scottsdale, then they're 
foolish," Weise said.  
 
The project would expand the freeway from Loop 101 to Sarival Road, but it is not scheduled to begin until 2011 without 
the accelerated schedule. 
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